a gram m a 

proper' fount/ V°T wben ever y ^ etter has its 

accent or ft f- W £ n evej T f y I]able has its proper 
teproj*? q :“ y ” - the^fame, 

for the accent or quMtTtyare no^ a,re ^ dy explained ; and rules 
innumerable exceptions ^ c. > , e “‘ ^ t0 § Iven > being fubjett to 
(hall here propofj UCh h ° Wever as 1 have ^ad or formed, I 

the ? fo?me?fvSe eS i/° rmed ^ affixing a tei ' mi nation, 
kingdom /MZ 'Jj Com A' onl y scented, as childifh, 
f - A a a ffed, toilfcme , lover, [coffer fairer 

7 Din -t?’ [”*’ A meekly, drtift. **“ ’ 

radicafS ab h“ Kd by P re “ x ‘ n S a fyllable to the 
al woic, have commonly the accent on the latter • 
as, to beget , /* befeem , , to befiow. ’ 

the 3 ve?b ?5 y ' J t JCS ’ W , h ‘ Cl ? are at once n0Llns and verbs, 
t L : s tom monly the accent on the latter and 

*0 former fyllable ; as, re IfZga t 
j ' ’ t0 ce,nLHt > a ament-, to contract, a contrast. 

acclm ont/ Tb ° Ugh Verbs fd *»» their 

a*, dehgh, ' ° UnS ° ,ten haVC k 011 the ^tter fyllable ; 

entbn S’ n J, as cranny ; in oar, as 
in le \*b™lje T'h™’ ^ w tiUow, except allow ; 

Z i c Jr Z ■ f 3 “ *?’ as ^ i ^ckU.cdm- 

C £“ * • ” ’ 38 '? * in w, as ; in 

V dLuJS aS acceRC the Jbrmer Syllable. 

3 . UniylLble nouns in er, as canker butter haw 

the accent on the former fyllable. ’ haVe 

„ a c Dl T yllable verfcs terminating in a confomnt 

^ the UftfvH S | C ? m P r *f e * ffe[P e > or having a diphthong 
, e aft j] able, as appeafe, reveal-, or ending i„ two con^ 

T Diff»f/ 4 T ; hMC l i ‘ C t CCCm °" thc Jl! . ter fyJIable. 
fvlhhlr. / 6 ouns having a diphthong in the latter 

jG. ‘ ’ c ° mm °nly theu ' accent on the latter fyl- 

tain * ‘A a nje ; except words in ain 9 certain, moim- 

pre^xiT ^^ 1 jV^iabIe 0rmed •^ addin g a termination, or 
v Z ° ; r J, 7 Ie ’e recain tIle accent of the radical 
vord as loveltncfs, tendcrnefs, contemner, wctgonner, pU - 

ftcai, be [pat ter, commenting, commending, ajjurance. 

9 - inffyllab es ending in as 
m f/, cag.iu -mien, zs mention, accent the firft/ 

r ilr , r j ff y lla blcs ending in ce, ent, and ate, accent the 
hrl. fy Fable, as countenance, commence , armament, immi- 
nent elegant, propagate, except they be derived from 
vvords having the accent on the laft, as connivence, ac- 
quaintance, oi the middle lyllable hath a vowel before 
two conionants, as promulgate. 

1 ^flyNahles ending in y, as entity, fpecify, liberty, 
viaory, fubfidy, commonly accent the firft fyllable 
12 TnffyUabks in r* or le accent the firft fyllable 
as legible, theatre, except difciple, andfome words which 
nave a pofition, as example , epiftle. 

c n l’i inff yhab!es in tide commonly accent the firft 
fyllable, as plenitude. 

14. rnfiyllables ending in ator or at our, as credtour , 

or having in the middle fyllable a diphthong, as ended- 

loui , or a vowel before two confonants, as domeftick , ac- 
cent the middle fyllable. 

! 5- TrilTyilabies that have their accent on the laft fvl- 
lable are commonly French, as acquiefee, repartee, Ma- 
gazine, or words formed by prefixing one or two fyl- 

fables to an acute fyllable, as immature, overcharge. 

1 11 vo^yfyllables, or w-ords of more than three fyl- 
.uu.es, follow tne accent of the words from which they 
are derived, as arrogating, cdntinency, incontinently, com- 
mcndable, communicablenejs . 

r 7 ; W ° rt ;V n ion have the accent upon the ante- 
penuJt, as Jalvation, perturbation , cone 6 St ion ■ words in 
atom or ator on the penult, as dedicator. 

Vk in le common, y liay e the accent 

on tne firfl; iyliabie, its amicable, unlefs the fecond fyl- 

lable have a vowel before two confonants, as com- 

viiJtiL Le. 

19. Words ending in ous have the accent on the ante- 

penuir, uxorious , voluptuous . 

■lO. Words ending in ly have their accent on the an- 
tepenult, as pusillanimity, aSlivity. 


R OF THE 

Thefe rules are not advanced as compleat or infallible h 
poled as uiefuL Almoit every rule of every language has * ^ 
ceptions ; and in Englifh, as in other tongues, much muft be tX ~ 
by example and authority. ‘Perhaps more and better mles 
given that have eicaped my oblerv r atioii. ^ 

Versification is the arrangement of a certain nu 
ber of fyllables according to certain laws. 

The feet of our verfes are either iambick, as alnft 
create ; or trochaick, as holy, lofty. ’ yf * 

Our iambick meafure comprifes verfts 

Of four fyllables. 

Molt good, moft fair. 

Or things as rare. 

To call y ou’s loft ; 

For all the coft 
Words can beftow, 

So poorly fhow 
Upon your praife. 

That all the ways 

Senfe hath, come fhort. Drayton. 

With ravifh’d ears 
The monarch hears.' 

Of, fix. 

This while w'e are abroad. 

Shall we not touch our lyre ? 

Shall we not fing an ode ? 

. Shall that holy fire. 

In us that ftrongly glow’d. 

In this cold air expire ? 

Though in the utmoft Peak 
A while we do reqiain, 

Amongft the mountains bleak. 

Expos’d to fleet and rain. 

No fport our hours fhall break,’' 

To exercife our vein. 

Who though bright Phoebus’ beams 
Refrefh the fouthern ground, 

And though the princely Thames 
With beauteous nymphs abound. 

And by old Camber’s ftreams 
Be many wonders found ; 

Yet many rivers clear 
Here glide in filver fwathes. 

And what of all moft dear, 

Buxton’s delicious baths. 

Strong ale and noble chear, 

) T ’ aflwage breem winter’s fcathes. 

In places far or near, 

Or famous, or obfeure. 

Where wholefom is the air. 

Or where the moft impure, 

All times, and every where, 

P he mule is ftill in ure. Drayton. 

Of eight, which is the ufual meafure for fhort 
poems, 

ma y a ^ ^ a ^ my weary a^e 
Find out the peaceful hermitage, 

The hairy gown, and mofiy cell, 

Where I may fit, and nightly fpell 
Of ev ry ftar the- fky doth fhew. 

And ev’ry herb that fips the dew. Milton. 

Of ten, which is the common meafure of heroick and 
tragick poetry. 

Full in the midft of this created fpace 
Betwixt heav’n earth, and Ikies, there ftands a place 
Confining on all three ; with triple bound : ) 

W hence all things, though remote, are view’d / 
around, k 

And thither bring their undulating found. \ 

Phe palace of loud Fame, her feat of pow’r, 
rlac d on the furnmit of a lofty tovv’r ; 

A thoufand winding entries long arid wide 
Receive of frefh reports a flowing tide. 
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A thoufand crannies in the walls are made •, 

Nor gate nor bars exclude the buiy trade. 

’Tis built of brafs, the better to din e 
The fpreading founds, and muhip v 
Where echo’s in repeated echo s play . 

A mart for ever full ; and open night and oay. 

Nor filence is within, nor voice express 

Rnr a deaf noife of founds that never ceafe ; 
Confus’d and chiding, like the hollow rore 
Of tides/ receding from th’ infulted fhore y 
Or like the broken thunder, heard from far. 

When Jove to diftance drives the rolling war. 

The courts are fill’d with a tumultuous din 
Of crouds, or Bluing forth, or entring in : 

A thorough-fare of news •, where fome devife 
Thino-s never heard, fome mingle truth with lies . 
The Troubled air with empty iounds they beat. 
Intent to hear, and eager to repeat. Dry den: 


,„ a 0 f h , th , long way gcoo. 

Md either knoweeh not hisway, or elle would let Jon, 

His purpos’d journey, is diftract. 

The verfe of twelve B*», “ n °“ ° r "'' 

0 diverfify heroick lines. . . 

Wilier was fmooth, but Dryden taught to join 7 

1 lie long majeftick march, and energy divine. 3 

The paufe in the Alexandrine mud be at the fixth fyllable. 

r r r . „ fvll lhles is now broken into a foft b rick 

The verfe of Fouiteen fyl ‘ f • , r v l!ableS and lix. 


She to receive thy radiant name, 
Selefls a whiter fpace. 

When all fhall praife, and ev ry lay 
Devote a wreath to thee, 

That day, for come it will, that day 
Shall I lament to fee. 


In all thefe meafures the accents are to be placed on 
even fyllables ; and every line confidered b y ^ fel ‘ s 
more harmonious, as this rule is more ftnctly ob- 

ferved. 

Our trochaick meafures aie 

Of three fyllables, 

Here we may 
Think and pray, 

Before death 
Stops our breath i 
Other joys 
Are but toys. 

Of five, 

In the days of old, 

Stories plainly told, 

Lovers felt annoy. 

Of feven, 

Faireft piece of welform’d earth. 

Urge not thus your haughty birth. 

In thefe meafures the accent is to be placed on the odd 
fyllables. 

Thefe are the meafures which are now in ufe, and above the reft 
thofe of feven, eight, and ten fyllables. Our ancient poets wrote 
verfes fometimes of twelve fyllables, as Drayton’s Polyolbion. 

Of all the Cambrian fhires their heads that bear fo high. 

And farth’ft furvey their foils with an ambitious eye, 

Mervinia for her hills, as for their matchlefs crowds. 

The neareft that are faid to kifs the wandering clouds, 

Efpecial audience craves, offended with the throng. 

That (he of all the reft neglected was fo long ; 

Alledging for herfelf, when through the Saxons pride. 

The godlike race of Brute to Severn’s fetting fide 
Were cruelly inforc’d, her mountains did relieve 
Thofe whom devouring war elfe every where did grieve. 

And when all Wales befide (by fortune or by might) 

Unto her ancient foe relign’d her ancient right, 

A conftant maiden ftill Ihe only did remain, 

The laft her genuine laws which ftoutly did retain. 

And as each one is prais’d for her peculiar things ; 

So only (he is rich, in mountains, meres, and fprings, 

And holds herfelf as great in her fuperfluous wafte, 

As others by their towns, and fruitful tillage grac’d. 


the accent refts upon every third fyllable. 

May I govern my paffions with abfolute fway, 

And grow wifer and better as life wears away. 

In this meafure a fyllable is often retrenched from the firft foot, as 

Diogenes furly and proud. 

I think not of I'ris, nor I'ris of me. 

Thefe meafures are varied by many combinations, and fometimes 
b/double endings, either with or without rhyme, as m the hero.c,,. 

meafure. # 

’Tis heav’n itfclf that points out an hereafter. 

And intimates eternity to man. 

So in that of eight fyllables, 

They neither added nor confounded. 

They neither wanted nor abounded. 

In that of feven, 

For reftftance I could fear none. 

But with twenty {hips b a< i done. 

What thou, brave and happy Vernon* 

Haft atchiev’d with fix alone. 

In that of fix, 

’Twas when the feas were roaring, 

With hollow blafts of wind, 

A damfel lay deploring. 

All on a rock reclin’d. 

In the anapeftick. 

When terrible tempefts affail us, 

And mountainous billows affright. 

Nor power nor wealth can avail us, 

But fkilful induftry fteers right. 

To thefe meafures, and their laws, may be reduced every fpecies 
of Englifh verfe. 

Our verification admits of few licences, except a 
fynalcepha, or elifion of e in the before a vowel, as th' eter- 
nal-, and more rarely of 0 in to, as t' accept -, and a fy- 
n/erefis, by which two fhort vowels coalefce into one 
fyllable, as queftion, [pedal -, or a word is contracted by 
the expulfion of a fhort vowel before a liquid, as av'rice , 
temperance. 

Thus have I collected rules and examples, by which the Englifh 
language may be learned, if the reader be already acquainted with 
grammatical terms, or taught by a mafter to thofe that are more 
ignorant. To have written a grammar for fuch as are not yet 
initiated in the fchools, would have been tedious, and perhaps at laft 
ineffedlual. 
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